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Austria, some part of the urban lower middle class which was the
mainstay of the movement in its Reichsdeutsch homeland.
In Austria, however, a large fraction of this class was immune
against National Socialism because it was wedded to the old-
established indigenous Austrian Catholic movement of Christian
Socialism; and even if the Austrian petite bourgeoisie had turned Nazi
en masse, this would not have produced the portentous political
effect which a corresponding mass-conversion did produce in the
Reich, since in Austria this class was relatively less powerful. Vienna,
the one great industrial city of post-war Austria, was at this time
politically under the control of its own working class through the
agency of the Social-Democratic Party, while in the other nine pro-
vinces of the Austrian federal state the towns were overshadowed by
the countryside and the power was in the hands of the peasantry. The
only province out of the nine in which the Nazis could make any show
of being in a majority was Styria—a South-German Ostmark which
had been mutilated, like the Prussian Ostmark, by the Peace Settle-
ment. In Styria, the Slovene was at the gates while the Prussian
aroused no antipathy because he was never here encountered in the
flesh; and on this account Styxia, in the pre-war age, had been the
home of a local Pan-Germanism which preached Los von Rom and
Heil Hohenzollern in substitution for Heil Hapsburg. It was thus in
the Styrian tradition to turn Nazi.1 But Styria had never been able
to carry the rest of Austria with her in her provincial idiosyncrasies;
and in 1933 the Reichsdeutsch National Socialism which partly
captivated Styria left the rest of Austria almost entirely cold.
In the eyes of his Austrian fellow countrymen, Herr Hitler had
not the glamour of a saviour, suddenly appearing from beyond the
horizon, which was the aspect that he wore in the eyes of his Reichs-
deutsch adherents. In Austrian eyes, there was nothing mysterious
or poetic about this Austrian petit bourgeois who had made his
political fortune across the frontier; and the mild amusement which
the Austrians might have felt at seeing this child of their own lacka-
daisical fatherland avenging Sadowa for them by imposing his will
so imperiously upon the stiff-necked Prussians was quashed by their
annoyance at the message which the emigrant now evidently felt it
his family duty to bring home to them; for, to most Austrian minds,
Herr Hitler's message was no more new than Herr Hitler himself.
If the prophet was, for them, just an Austrian petit bourgeois who had
1 These Styrian Pan-Germans who were ripe for National Socialism in 1933
were the political Mrs of early nineteenth-century Styrian Liberals who had
turned Nationalist under the pressure of a Slovene risorgimento

